
2025 AUSOM Community Partner Awards
MANNY BAYLOR, Madhu Thibaudeau Volunteer of the Year
 The Madhu Thibaudeau Volunteer of  the Year Award is presented in honor and remembrance
of  longtime Autism Society member, volunteer, and staff  member, Madhu Thibaudeau. It was
renamed in her honor in April 2019 and is awarded to individuals who personify Madhu’s great
warmth and tireless commitment to others and the Autism community. This year’s recipient,
Manny Baylor, checks all of  those boxes.

Technology is central to the growth and function of  any nonprofit, and Manny has seen to it
that AUSOM operates with efficiency and ease in a secure technology platform. He has
generously donated his time and talent for the last six years, seeing us through an expansion,
name change, and growth from 2 to 9 staff  members plus consultants! This involves keeping
our staff  computers up to date, loading new security and other software when needed, and
monitoring email for our staff, consultants, and several board members. And he has done so
with patience, good humor, and a smile! He makes himself  available when needed – with
some exceptions during football season – at odd hours, evenings, and even over the weekend.

We are grateful for Manny’s knowledge, kindness, and patience (!) and were delighted to
honor him as our Volunteer of  the Year!



MISSION FIRST HOUSING GROUP, Community Partner Award

 It’s one thing to have a dream and a vision—and another entirely to bring them to life.
The concept for the Patuxent Commons housing project came directly from our community.
Countless parents, self-advocates, funders, disability professionals, housing experts, real
estate professionals, attorneys, and others provided input that helped us envision what a
truly inclusive, community-based housing development might look like. We landed on a
unique model that brings together individuals with disabilities, older adults, and families in a
“neighbor-helping-neighbor” environment.

But we needed a developer who could share—and raise the roof—with that vision. We found
that partner in the team at Mission First Housing Group. Mission First, an experienced
nonprofit developer based in Philadelphia, brought both the technical expertise and the spirit
needed to bring Patuxent Commons to life. This 76-unit new construction development
includes 25% of  its units set aside for individuals with disabilities, creating a truly inclusive
and diverse community. We asked for deep affordability, access to transit, shopping,
recreation, and jobs—and a commitment to championing the independence of  residents with
disabilities through genuine integration.

There were many challenges along the way—finding a suitable site, addressing concerns
from neighbors and policymakers, and planning for the needs of  residents of  all ages and
abilities. Our consultant Mark Dunham worked closely with Elizabeth Everhart and Sarah
Constant on funding and logistics, while our allies pushed tirelessly to build political and
community support. Together, we navigated the path to a groundbreaking last fall. Today, we
drive by and watch this incredible community take shape—with windows, parking, sidewalks,
and the amenities we dreamed of.

Patuxent Commons is a special project that called for a special partner, and we are fortunate
to have found that in Mission First. Thank you for “drinking the Kool-Aid” with us and sharing
the same pride and dedication we’ve felt from the start.
It was our honor to recognize Mission First as our Community Partner of  the Year.



MARK DUNHAM, AUSOM Housing Hero

Speaking of  vision, commitment, perseverance, and gut-level kindness, we were proud to
present a very special award to someone without whom Patuxent Commons might still be
just an idea.

Mark Dunham joined the Patuxent Commons project nearly ten years ago as a consultant,
stepping in to help guide our earliest conversations about what affordable, accessible, and
inclusive housing for individuals with disabilities could look like in Howard County. Little did
any of  us know this would become a journey defined by tenacity, patience, and a relentless
sense of  purpose—where humor and humility became our most powerful tools.

It’s hard to recall every twist and turn this project has taken. There were obstacles, pivots,
and moments of  doubt. We had to be strategic. We had to be patient. And through it all,
Mark was there—helping us convene brilliant minds, explore successful models, and
ultimately shape the unique vision that became Patuxent Commons.

There were stickers and signs at county council hearings. Videos and TV spots. The right
interviews, the perfect development partners. Carefully timed outreach to government
agencies and funding partners. Always: graciousness for each step forward, and optimism
in the face of  every setback.

But Mark’s contribution didn’t end there. Beyond leading and coordinating this complex
project, he’s also played a vital role in other aspects of  our organization’s growth. He helped
us write and advocate for our very first federal grant to support our Autism Hiring Program,
another cornerstone of  our mission.

And here we are—just a few miles from a rising building that is already inspiring similar
projects. Just as we dreamed.

Of  course, the work isn’t done. But Mark has ensured that we never stop dreaming—and
that we dream bigger.

It was our great honor to recognize Mark Dunham as our very first AUSOM Housing Hero.


