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The Maryland Autism Coalition is a group of organizations working collectively on the 

CALL 911 Campaign, Wandering Prevention and Water Safety Resources
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PROS:

• Can provide real-time location updates

• May help address safety concerns – wandering, bullying, bus 

transportation

• Some have emergency buttons that can alert designated contacts and 

provide location info 

• Can relieve anxiety for parents and caregivers

CONS:

• Ethical questions about the child’s right to privacy and misuse of data

• Can lead to a false sense of security and trust

• May impede independence with constant tracking and monitoring

• Devices may cause distress  -- sensory input, physical presence

• May not always be reliable (batteries can die, signal issue, user error)

• Efforts may be better spent on swimming lessons, wandering prevention’

• Consider other tools – visual aids, communication, building awareness
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Marlo’s 

Why



WATER SAFETY

Supervision and Planning are the Keys!
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Swimwear: 

Pools are busy with lots of families and 

children and lakes and oceans are 

sometimes dark. A tip is to have your 

child/adult wear bright colored swimwear, 

so you can easily identify them. You can 

also consider having them wear a swim 

cap or shirt that is bright





Floating tools: 

When you go to the pool practice “take and 

hold” with any of the many floating devices, 

such as kickboards, barbells, and noodles. 

Make a routine of taking the floatation 

device and propelling to the side each time 

you go to the pool
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https://autismsocietymd.org/safety/
https://autismsociety.org/water-and-wandering/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/articles/safety/water-safety/
https://nationalautismassociation.org/big-red-safety-box/
https://www.erinsstar.org/
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/water-safety.html?srsltid=AfmBOopJxd8BbBE7V-zT5S13_IVmLS4ZsN5Vplsn4CGQd6aAYqpT__cC
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/water-safety.html?srsltid=AfmBOopJxd8BbBE7V-zT5S13_IVmLS4ZsN5Vplsn4CGQd6aAYqpT__cC
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/water-safety.html?srsltid=AfmBOopJxd8BbBE7V-zT5S13_IVmLS4ZsN5Vplsn4CGQd6aAYqpT__cC






CONTACT US!

https://www.baltimoreautismsociety.org/
tel:410.655.7933
mailto:info@baltimoreautismsociety.org
https://autismsocietymd.org/
mailto:info@autismsocietymd.org
http://www.autism-society.org/


Thank you.
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