
 Organized 3rd Annual Transi-

tion Symposium, providing a full 

day of presenters and workshops 

covering a wide variety of Transi-

tion topics, including a self-

advocate track. 

 Hosted annual special needs 

camp fair, providing information 

on summer camp opportunities. 

 Held monthly meetings of the 

various support groups, including 

the Asperger’s group, transition 

and adulthood group, and general 

HCAS support group. These meet-

ings included guest speakers on a 

variety of topics of interest to the 

community.  

 Continued execution of the 

Family Advocacy and Parent Edu-

cation (FAPE) Grant, offering assis-

tance to those with questions and 

issues surrounding the school 

system. 

 Collaborated with Howard 

County Public School System 

(HCPSS) and RISE for Autism to 

hold the FAPE conference.  

 Maintained our Special Educa-

tion News Center with information 

and articles pertinent to special 

education advocacy and support. 

 Transitioned to the HCAS 

monthly newsletter, Perspectives, 

from print to an electronic format. 

 Hosted Brown Bag Series work-

shops in partnership with Path-

finders for Autism. 

 

 Provided state-mandated au-

tism training to new recruit clas-

ses of the Howard County Police 

Department. 

 Sponsored a BE SAFE training 

workshop attended by Howard 

County Police recruits and self-

advocates.  

2016 Annual Report 

Providing Support | Promoting Awareness | Advocating for Change 

Patrick and Nicholas Boxall spoke at the annual county legislative breakfast on 

Dec. 6, a partnership with The Arc of Howard County, HCAS, and Service Coordi-

nation, Inc. Patrick advocated for adding additional slots to the Maryland  

Autism Waiver. It was Nicholas's birthday. Ultimately, 100 spots were added for 

FY2018. 

New and Ongoing Partnerships and Initiatives in 2016 

For nearly 25 years, the Howard County Autism Society has been supporting individuals with autism spec-

trum disorders and their families. Today, with hundreds of individuals, families, and professionals compris-

ing our membership and with the support of local businesses, government agencies, and service providers, 

we are realizing our vision to serve as a knowledgeable and trusted resource to families and the community. 

Theresa Ballinger, President, HCAS Board of Directors 



New and Ongoing Partnerships 

Continued 

 Met with HCPSS Department of 

Special Education and Student  

Services leadership to continue 

work on improving the services 

and opportunities for those on the 

spectrum.  

 Published the Middle School 

Workgroup recommendations, a 

two-plus-year effort focused on 

improving the educational experi-

ence of those in middle school.  

 Implemented The Lions’ Den; a 

“Best Buddies” like program at 

Murray Hill Middle School. The 

program can be replicated at  

other HCPSS middle schools. 

 Participated on the HCPSS  

Diversity and Inclusion Commit-

tee, providing a set of recommen-

dations to expand programs  

promoting positive behavior and 

respect.  

 Jointly organized the 2016 

Board of Education Primary Elec-

tion Candidates Forum on special 

education with SECAC and The Arc 

of Howard County.  

 Continued our work with the 

Transition Outreach Partnership—

in collaboration with HCPSS, How-

ard County Recreation and Parks, 

and Howard County Department 

of Citizens Services—to increase 

outreach, programming, and sup-

port for children transitioning out 

of the school system in Howard 

County.  

 Recognized by the Howard 

County Commission on Disability 

Issues. County Executive, Allan 

Kittleman, presented HCAS with 

its Service Award.  

 Through the work of our  

Housing Subcommittee, we con-

ducted a feasibility study for a 

potential housing solution for 

those on the spectrum in Howard 

County, culminating in a Discov-

ery Workshop, which was attend-

ed by state and local authorities 

as well as developers and financ-

ers in the industry. 

Social Events Held in 2016 

11th Annual Pieces of the Puzzle Gala 

10th Annual One Step Closer Autism Walk and 5K Run 

Trip to Kalahari Resort  

Restaurant fundraising night at The Grille in Maple Lawn  

Dad’s Night Out events  

Bi-weekly yoga classes for 10-18 year-olds on the spectrum  

Fitness First events  

Semi-annual pool parties  

Sensory-friendly movie events 

Sensory-friendly Santa and Easter Bunny events  

Autism Awareness Month activities, including a trip to Skyzone  

in Columbia  

Families and friends braved the rain 

to support loved ones with autism at 

the 10th Annual One Step Closer  

Autism Walk and 5K Run. 

Attendees at the 11th Annual Pieces 

of the Puzzle Gala embraced the 

evening’s totally rad ‘80s theme. 

HCAS families socialized with the 

Howard County Police Department's 

Academy Class 40 recruits during 

the annual winter pool party at  

Lifetime Fitness. 



$5,000+ 

Eric and Katie Cha 

Community Foundation of  

Howard County 

Dart Group II Foundation 

Howard County (MD) Government 

The John P. Hussman Foundation 

United Way of Central Maryland 

$1,500 - $4,999 

Heidi Abdelhady and Mehdy  

Rahman 

Autism Society of America/

Hussman Foundation 

John and Selena Benevides 

John and Deborah Clutts 

Lisa Higgins Hussman Foundation 

Intelliforce 

Janelle Margolis 

Law Offices of Todd K. Mohink 

P.A. 

Emily Russell 

 

 

 

$500 - $1,499 

Patrick and Lisa Boxall 

Evelyn Callahan 

Alisa Chernack 

Catonsville Counseling 

Judith & Edwin Cohen Foundation 

Kristin Detwiler/Colonial Life 

ECHO of Northrop Grumman 

Exelon Corporation 

Tara Geller 

Kentmere Healthcare Consulting 

Corp. 

C. Thomas Jones 

Lori and Kristopher Krausz 

Sally Lewicky 

Hoenes Family Foundation  

Hussman Center for Adults with 

Autism 

Stephanie Maric / The Legal Team 

LLC 

Maryland Department of  

Disabilities 

Jennifer and Chuck May 

Erica Montemarano 

Phi Sigma Sigma Sorority 

Jane Plapinger 

Michael and Sabina Sambat 

Sheppard Pratt Health System 

Devin and Mona Shroff 

Solar City Corporation 

Roger and Madhu Thibaudeau 

TLC Real Estate Group LLC 

George and Valerie Veise 

Verbal Beginnings 

In-Kind Donors  

Columbia Presbyterian Church 

Market Impressions 

NextLOGIK 

Sharma & Associates 

Zippy Shell Portable Storage & 

Moving – Rich Perry, Storage Unit 

 

The Howard County Autism Society is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, dona-

tions to which are tax-deductible under 

section 170 of the Internal Revenue 

Code. The Howard County Autism Socie-

ty is an affiliate of the Autism Society of 

America. Our Federal tax identification 

number is 52-1857721.  

Thank You to Our 2016 Donors 

2016 Financials 

Program

Management &
General

Fundraising

The Howard County Autism Society typically operates on a balanced budget and relies on the generosity of the 

community to support its programs and services. The net revenue in 2016, due primarily to lower than budgeted 

expenses, allowed us to achieve our financial stability goal of maintaining one year of operating funds available at 

all times.  

Contributions, Gifts,
Grants & Events

Government Grants

Program Service
Revenue

Dues

 Income: $204,153 Expenses: $191,745 

 



9770 Patuxent Woods Drive,  

Suite 308 

Columbia, MD 21046 

Phone: 410-290-3466 

Fax: 410-290-5455 

Email: info@howard-autism.org 

www.howard-autism.org 
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Patrick Boxall 
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Alisa Kobrientz Chernack 
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Nora Hart 
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Donna Pidel 
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Heather Stanley 

Lisa Wilson 

Staff 

Melissa Rosenberg  

Executive Director 

Janet Dabu 

Resource Center & Event  

Coordinator 

Sara Sommerville 

Special Education News Center 

Dana Riley 

Bookkeeper 

About the Howard County Autism Society 

The Howard County Autism Society serves individuals with autism spec-

trum disorder (ASD), their families, and their communities by providing 

information, support, and advocacy; by promoting awareness of autism 

that values the dignity and uniqueness of each individual; and by working 

to improve the quality of and access to services and to educational oppor-

tunities. We believe that there is a place for every person with ASD in our 

world, a place of value and a place of worth. Much of our work is directed 

at raising awareness and educating the public about the complexities of 

ASD. Once people better understand ASD, they are better able to welcome 

and support people living with autism into our community.  

Summary of Programs and Services 

• Monthly support group meetings for families 

• Social outings for individuals and families that help prevent  

isolation 

• Autism trainings for families, caregivers, businesses, government 

agencies, first responders, schools, and others 

• Educational workshops for families and individuals with autism 

• Sensory-friendly events 

• 9-1-1- Flagging System in partnership with first responders 

• Advocacy both locally and nationally 

• Free special education advocacy and familial support for students 

with ASD 

• Building awareness and acceptance of individuals with autism in 

our community 

HCAS was recognized by the Howard County Commission on Disability Issues 

for our commitment to empowering individuals with disabilities to live self-

directed, meaningful lives as full participants in their communities. 


